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It is a delight to join you here today.  It is indeed a privilege for me 
--to return to my alma mater “’mid the broad green plains…” 
--to share this weekend with one of my professors, Kathie 
Henderson and 
--to help celebrate Beta Phi Mu’s 60th anniversary.    
     
I am pleased to acknowledge my husband, K. Brooks Reid, who 
received his doctorate in Mathematics here in 1968.  He continues 
to encourage me to embrace my own professional goals.  Brooks, 
thank you. 
 
We are celebrating the 60th anniversary of Beta Phi Mu … and 
celebrating the charter members of Alpha Chapter, a group of 
library educators and exceptional students who chose to recognize 
and encourage scholastic achievement, service and leadership 
among library students.    
 
This presentation is an historical summary of how things have 
changed over the 60 years of BPM’s existence – and of how they 
have remained the same.   
 
For this historical overview, I have delved into reports of American 
Library Association annual conferences in 20-year increments since 
1948, when Beta Phi Mu was founded.  I begin with the 1948 
annual conference and then move on to the conference in 1968 – 
the year in which I received my Master’s of Science in Library 
Science; then to 1988 – the year during which I presided over one of 
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the divisions (primary units) of the American Library Association; 
and then to the 2008 conference –the very last of the 32 ALA annual 
conferences I will have attended throughout my career.   
 
Of course, our economic, social and political environments have 
changed over these 60 years.  In 1948 the United States was three 
years into peace time after World War II – and the American Library 
Association’s programming reflected that era.    Thanks to the 1944 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act – or “G.I. Bill of Rights,” 
unprecedented growth in higher education had begun. In 1948 
President Truman ended racial segregation in the U.S. military. The 
Hollywood Ten, a group of writers, producers and directors, called 
as witnesses in the House Committee’s Investigation of Un-
American Activities, were jailed for contempt of Congress when they 
refused to disclose whether they were or were not Communists.   
 
The 1948 ALA conference took place in Atlantic City in June  with 
the theme “The Challenge of Public Affairs.”  Attendees went to New 
York City on the conference tour – to the new United Nations.  ALA 
executive secretary Carl H. Milam had just resigned to become 
director of Library Services of the U.N.  
 
The conference program promoted a “series of Great Issues which 
face the citizen.”  ALA’s Committee on the Great Issues selected 5 
issues.  Five different libraries prepared booklists on all sides of 
these nation-wide issues: 
1. United States – Russian relations 
2. Inflation and deflation 
3. Labor and management 
4. Civil Rights 
5. How much world government?    

 
Internationally acclaimed author Pearl S. Buck, of the East and 
West Association addressed the general session, stating that “The 
two questions which face us here are:  How can we teach people to 
read books? [and] How can we persuade them to read books?”  
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ALA members faced recruiting difficulties.  ALA faced financial 
difficulties.  “For the first time in the forty-two year history of the 
ALA Bulletin, commercial advertising was accepted….”  
 
Move forward to 1968.  On March 31st civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King, Jr. was slain in Memphis.  On June 5th, Senator 
Robert F. Kennedy was shot and critically wounded in Los Angeles 
after winning the California primary.  He died the next day.    
 
The 1968 ALA conference was set in Kansas City June 23rd through 
29th with the theme “Libraries Unlimited: Meeting the Challenge of a 
Dynamic Society.”  I was here at U of I then, having finished my 
M.S. in L.S. and working in the Natural History Survey Library.  I 
remember that Doris Dodds, the NHS Library head, drove to Kansas 
City with another librarian.  She returned invigorated and advised 
me to attend national conferences in order to expand and grow in 
the profession.   
 
During the 1968 conference, Daniel Gore explained why he resigned 
from his post as librarian at McMurray College in Texas when 
college administrators ordered him to rescind a library subscription.  
He “called for a formal procedural pattern for librarians to follow 
when confronted with censorship problems.” 
 
The American Library Association Office for Intellectual Freedom 
had just been established the previous December; the first edition 
of their Intellectual Freedom Manual appeared in 1974.  It’s now in 
its 6th edition.  Eighteen months after the 1968 conference, the 
Freedom to Read Foundation was incorporated.  One of its purposes 
is to support “libraries and librarians in their defense of First 
Amendment rights by supplying them with legal counsel of the 
means to secure it.”   
 
Attendees may have realized that American libraries were nearing 
the end of the largest and longest infusion of federal funding for 
library collections.  During the ’68 conference ALA sought a federal 
framework to fund libraries on a continual basis, to center library 
research in a federal institute of library and information science, to 
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provide funds to strengthen state libraries and to recognize and 
strengthen the Library of Congress in its role as a national library.   
Not long after that – on July 20, 1970 –   the U.S. National 
Commission on Libraries and Information Science was established 
“to advise the President and Congress on information policy issues.”  
Later you’ll hear more about this commission with the acronym of 
NCLIS.  
 
I quote from a report of the conference.  “With quiet growing 
intensity”, noted author Alex Haley told conference participants “of 
his search and discovery of his ancestors back through the slave 
days and into the foothills of the Gambia River in Africa.  As he 
finished, there was a moment of silence, and every heart, white and 
black, in that room suddenly knew with bursting clarity the full 
meaning of the search for identity and the need for pride in the 
American black man.  And it was joy for Mr. Haley and the meaning 
of his story that brought the audience to its feet in a sustained 
ovation.”   
 
The 1948 conference had had no exhibits.  At the ’68 conference it 
was primarily publishers and library book services vendors who 
exhibited, although the Library Technology Program sponsored 
three exhibit booths. 
 
Now we jump to 1988. That year, CD’s outsold vinyl for the first 
time.   Ted Turner bought MGM’s film library and started Turner 
Network Television.  And shortly after the American Library 
Association’s annual conference, the Republicans nominated 
George H. W. Bush  for President and Indiana Senator Dan Quayle 
for Vice President.   
 
The ALA conference met in New Orleans that year, with the theme 
of “Visionary Leaders of 2020: Developing Leadership in Human 
Resources.”  Newly appointed Librarian of Congress James 
Billington hosted visiting Soviet librarians to the meetings.   “Old 
time pol” Tip O’Neill, former speaker of the House, told stories about 
John F. Kennedy, assessed the upcoming election and bashed both 
Russians and Republicans with vigor.  
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One conference report states, It was “a fat and sassy ALA, with a 
growing membership, stabilized finances, and national exposure as 
the Good Guys in the FBI skirmish.”  “Council passed a resolution, 
proposed by the Intellectual Freedom Committee, opposing the 
FBI’s Library Awareness Program and calling for its “immediate 
cessation.”   
 
Council urged the National Commission on Libraries and 
Information Science –the NCLIS I promised you’d hear about again 
– to be well informed on patrons’ privacy rights … and to ensure 
that government agencies operate within legal guidelines. 
 
And Council adopted as ALA policy the statement that the 
appropriate professional degree for librarians is the master’s degree 
from a program accredited by ALA or a master’s with a specialty in 
school library media accredited by the National Council for the 
Accreditation of Teacher.   
 
By 1988 there were conference shuttle buses and pre-conferences 
and poster sessions had come of age.  Some child care expenses 
were subsidized by ALA.  Computers were available in ALA Offices.  
In the exhibits, automated catalog vendors demonstrated their 
public access catalogs and a number of book vendors were offering 
technology services.    
 
So now we skip two more decades to 2008.     Anaheim – in and 
around Disneyland – provided the venue for our June conference.  
Try as I might, I could not identify this year’s conference theme.   
Disneyland and its characters seemed enough – especially looking 
back on it now.  It seems now that we should have most identified 
with Fantasyland, since we now stand on the threshold of a unique, 
historic presidential election and have been tossed to and fro in the 
unfolding economic crises. 
 
In Anaheim were treated to a host of topics and experiences.  
Session topics included gaming programs for libraries. The Verizon 
Foundation gave ALA a $1 million grant to track and measure the 
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impact of gaming on literacy skills and build a model for library 
gaming that can be deployed nationally.  There was emphasis on 
digitizing our local wealth – our local unique collections.  The 
conference newsletter Cognotes included an article on staying 
healthy at conference, complementing “The Healthy Librarian” 
program which gave tips on cultivating wellness in the workplace.   
 
And this summer, participants could meet and hear 24 authors at 
the Reading Stage in the exhibits, as well as watch the 2nd annual 
parade of bookmobiles and watch the Book Cart Drill Team World 
Championships (won by the Well Stacked Sci-brarians from the 
Santa Monica Public Library).     
 
This year’s conference-goers expressed concerns about the Patriot 
Act, echoing concerns expressed about the FBI Awareness Program 
in 1988.  On July 1st over 1,500 messages about the importance of 
funding libraries were sent to Congress during Virtual Library Day 
on the Hill.    
 
During the conference, the ALA Washington Office held a public 
hearing on the Library Services and Technology Act reauthorization 
and what changes librarians would like to see.  [ALA 2008 annual 
conference program guide, p. 101]  Last March, the National 
Commission on Libraries and Information Science – “NCLIS,” the 
funding agency created soon after the 1968 ALA conference, closed 
out its work.  The Institute of Museum & Library Services will carry 
out NCLIS activities, while continuing to serve as “the primary 
source of federal support for the nation’s libraries and museums.” 
And so today the Institute of Museum & Library Services (“IMLS”) is 
the type of entity that ALA Council recommended in 1968: centering 
library research in a federal institute of library and information 
science and providing the federal framework to fund libraries on a 
continual basis, including funds to strengthen state libraries. 
 
The conference was bookended by speakers Ron Reagan, observer 
of the American political scene and frequent radio and t.v. 
commentator, at the first general session and film, t.v. and theater 
star Diahann Carroll at the closing general session. Other speakers 
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included authors Jamie Lee Curtis, Greg Mortensen (Three Cups of 
Tea), Dean Koontz and Vernon Jordan Jr.  On July 1st over 1,500 
messages about the importance of funding libraries were sent to 
Congress during Virtual Library Day on the Hill.  
 
As you would expect, both the size of the American Library 
Association and the number of ALA conference attendees have 
increased dramatically in the last sixty years.  While the U.S. 
population has a little bit more than doubled, the ALA conference in 
2008 had 22,047 attendees [AL, August, p. 64] – more than 5-1/2 
times as many people as the 1948 conference did.  
 
The tentative program for the conference 60 years ago was 10 
pages.  I imagine it was mimeographed.  This year there were three-
pounds-worth of hard-copy documents provided attendees:     

• the program guide 
• the exhibits directory & buyer’s guide 
• “In to the Stacks” – the official easy-to-use guide to the 
exhibits 

• and the pocket map (as well as the 
• daily conference newspaper Cognotes.) 

 
And the technologies did the early 21st century proud. For example, 
months before conference, members could find increasing levels of 
detail on the conference website.  Potential attendees received 
announcements about various programs via e-mail from ALA and 
fellow ALA members.  Registrants received numerous direct e-mails 
from countless vendors.  During conference they could read and 
contribute to the conference wiki … or use ALA Mobile, the fastest, 
easiest way to access conference information through their cell 
phones. 
 
I hope these descriptions of American Library Association 

conferences have given you an idea of each of the four windows in 

time.   Their topics may have varied, but there are definite trend 

lines. The work of librarianship still has the same focus; the same 

values.  
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Libraries have positioned themselves in various ways as the 

American social, economic and political landscapes have changed, 

but their basic work has continued throughout the 60 years of Beta 

Phi Mu’s existence.  Librarians today hold the same values as 

librarians did in 1948.  We strive to acquire, provide access to and 

preserve information necessary to the intellectual life of all 

members of the community we serve.  Through the ages, we have 

taken pride in using the latest formats and technologies.  Our 

tenets, our work and our values have remained constant. 

Here is my message for you who are new initiates.  It’s a personal 
message from me, as I prepare to leave my career in libraries that 
began here at the U of I  in 1964, to you who stand at the threshold 
of your career. 
 
Language of the Beta Phi Mu ritual indicates that members “have 
met the highest standards of scholarship in their professional 
schools.”  Their “records indicate that they will contribute 
significantly to the development of the library/information 
professions.”   
 
You may wonder just what, in addition to your grades, made GSLIS 
faculty extend an invitation to you to become a Beta Phi Mu 
member.  Their choosing was based on dimensions beyond your 
scholarship.  They have seen something in each of  you:  --some 
creative spark; --some intellectual curiosity; --some passion, which 
caused them to believe you’ll not only do well in the positions you 
hold over time; but they also believe that you will give back to your 
profession through service, leadership and scholarship. 
 
So I ask that you pledge to grow in these areas. 
 
service   I urge you to become actively involved in professional 
organizations related directly to your work.  You will find it both 
invigorating and rewarding to connect with colleagues far beyond 
your local area – people who work in the same specialties you do; 



9 

 

people from whom you can learn a great deal; people who want to 
make a difference.  
 
leadership  I encourage you to find ways to lead … within your 
home institution/ place of business … and over time, far beyond. 
 
scholarship    Given your notable scholastic achievement, you 
clearly have a propensity for research and scholarship.  I challenge 
you to find your voice and contribute to the literature. 
Communicate with colleagues through of medias of your choice.   
      
We are each products of our own time, shaped by our 
environments.  Very best wishes to you as you grow in your work 
within the environment of your time …  and find ways to serve, to 
lead and to share your scholarship with others! 
 
May you go with grace … and passion.  Thank you!    
 
 


